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Cactoblastis cactorum - Intro

ÅFamily ïPyralidae

ÅNative to South America

ÅFeeds exclusively on 

opuntioid species of cacti

ïOpuntia, Consolea, 

Nopalea



Cactoblastis cactorum - Intro

Adult: 5-10 days

Eggstick: 25-30 days
Pupal: 15-20 days

Larval: 30-35 days



Cactoblastis cactorum - History

Å1926-1931

ïSuccessful biological control agent in Australia

ï25 million ha of prickly pear cleared

Photos by A.P. Dodd





Cactoblastis cactorum - History



Cactoblastis cactorum - History

Å1957 - Introduced on the Caribbean Island 

of Nevis

ÅUsed to control native, weedy cacti 

ïO. dillenii

ïO. triacantha

Å1960s-80s - Spread through Caribbean, to 

Puerto Rico, Cuba, Dominican Republic



Cactoblastis cactorum - History

Å1989 - First US record on Big Pine Key, FL

ÅHas spread northward and westward

ïAt least two introductions (Simonsen et al 2008)

ïNorthern limit is Bull Island, SC

ïWestern leading edge is thought to be coastal LA
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Cactoblastis cactorum - Control

ÅWithout intervention, the moth was 

estimated to reach TX coast by 2007

ÅThe USDA intervened

ïCactus Moth Program begun in 2003


