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Burmese Identification







How can they survive here?

ÅGeneralist diet and habitat use

ÅLives in temperate climates in South Asia

ÅLays large clutches of eggs (8 to 107)

ÅLong lived, 30 years or more

ÅAble to survive long periods without eating

ÅInvasive elsewhere



* preliminary results * 
rabbit ( Sylvilagus sp.) (8) 
rodent ( Sigmodon sp.) (7) 
squirrel ( Sciurus sp.) (5) 
rodent ( Peromyscus sp.) (3) 
raccoon ( Procyon lotor ) (3) 
opossum ( Didelphis virginiana ) (3) 
rodent ( Rattus sp.) (2) 
rodent ( Oryzomys sp.) (1) 
muskrat ( Neofiber sp.) (1) 
cat (kitten) ( Felis ? sp.) (1) 
pied- billed grebe ( Podilymbus podiceps ) (2) 
limpkin ( Aramus guarauna ) (1) 
house wren (Troglodytes aedon ) (1) 
white ibis ( Eudocimus albus ) (1) 
unknown rodent (1)
unknown mammal (1) 
unknown bird (7) 
unknown item (2) 
no food item present (4)

samples examined to date = 54
number of pythons = 53

Prey items found 
inside pythons

Black-tipped 

wing feathers 

in stomach 

of python

What Are They Eating?





1   Raccoon
1   Opossum
4   5ft alligators
5   American coots
6   Little blue herons
8   Ibises
10 Squirrels
15 Rabbits
15 Wrens
30 Cotton rats
72  Mice

A hypothetical diet necessary for a hatchling Burmese python to reach 13 feet          
in the Florida Everglades (approx. 5 to 7 years)

(Source: Dr. Stephen Secor, Univ. of Alabama and Skip Snow, Everglades National Park)



17 May 2006
Everglades National Park



What are 
the limits?



Cold induced mortality-
January 2010

Å1 of 10 telemetered pythons survived the cold 
snap

Å59 of 99 (60%) non-telemetered pythons for 
which we determined fate survived. (between 2 
Jan and 4 Feb)

ÅMore pythons removed in 2010 than 2007-2009

ÅNo signs of depression in population from the 
freeze based on the evidence



* As of July 9, 2010



Bred by the hundreds

Hatchlings sold for as little as $20

A 20ò snake can be a 6 feet in 1 year

Difficult to give away 6 ï12 foot python

Abandoned or turned loose

How did they get here?





Are We Finding Them All?




