
 
Scientific Name: Sansevieria hyacinthoides 

Common Name(s): Mother-in-law’s tongue , bowstring hemp 
Agavaceae Family: 

 
Height: Up to four feet 
Leaves: The long, linear leaves are usually green with contrasting darker green stripes but may have yellow and/or 

white stripes along the edges or may have yellow cross bands. 

Flowers: White to green flowers on an unbranched spike. 

Bark: N/A 
Fruit: Small orange unremarkable berry. 
Other: A common houseplant, very tolerant of varying conditions. 

Treat-
ment: 

Foliar with 5% Garlon 4 in water or oil. 

Rank & 
Reason: 

FLEPPC: 2; FKIETF: 1; Spreads from landscaping and establishes where dumped. Responsible for 
invasion of many acres of Keys hammocks.   

Origin: Tropical Africa AlterNatives: Spider Lily, Barbwire Cactus, Prickly pear cactus. 
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