West Central Regional Working Group

The West Central Regional Working Group liaison is Mr. Matt Phillips, DEP Bureau of Invasive
Plant Management, 2001 Homeland Garfield Road, Bartow, Florida 33830, phone: 941-534-7074,
fax: 941-534-7143, e-mail: matt.phillips@dep.state.fl.us
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Fisheating Creek Wildlife Management Area

County: Glades
PCL Size: 18,272 acres
Project ID: WC-024 7,492 acres  $196,187.90

Project Manager: Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Grant Steelman, Wildlife Biologist

3010 Banana Grove Road, Moore Haven, Florida 33471
Phone: 863-946-1194, Fax: 863-946-1087

E-mail: steelmg@fwc.state.fl.us

Fisheating Creek is the only undammed tributary to Lake Okeechobee. Natural communities in the
WMA include floodplain swamp, bottomland forest, freshwater marsh, dry prairie, prairie hammock,
and hydric hammock. This project targeted wetland nightshade and Old World climbing fern
throughout the 40.3-mile Fisheating Creek channel, from the Highlands-Glades county line to State
Road 78. Dense patches of wetland nightshade (Solanum tampicense) inhibited and out-competed
native vegetation in the cypress swamp understory. Wetland nightshade and Old World climbing fern
averaged a combined cover of forty percent of the entire project area, including patches of one
hundred percent cover ranging in size from one acre to fifty acres.

This was a cost-share project with FWC providing $55,00 during the 2003-2004 phase of the project.

Target Plants Common Name FLEPPC Rank Treatment Herbicide
Lygodium microphyllum  Old World climbing fern ~ Category | foliar Rodeo-+Escort
Solanum tampicense wetland nightshade Category | foliar 2,4-D

Wetland nightshade growing profusely at Six-Mile Crossing before treatment.
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Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest

County: Hendry, Collier
PCL Size: 35,039 acres
Project ID: WC-023 4,556 acres  $199,383.40

Project Manager: Florida Division of Forestry

Kevin Podkowka, Senior Forester

10941 Palm Beach Boulevard, Ft. Myers, Florida 33905
Phone: 863-612-0776, Fax: 863-612-0780

E-mail: podkowk@doacs.state.fl.us

The Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest was purchased in 1998 as a single contiguous tract without
inholdings. The Forest is generally hydric in nature, with approximately 12,000 acres of mesic
flatwoods and oak-cabbage palm hammocks persisting on the driest sites. The remaining two-thirds
of the area includes a variety of plant communities such as dome swamps, swale, depression
marshes, and swamps. The targeted exotic species affected all of the plant community types on the
Forest.

Timber and cattle operations comprised the historical use of land in the project area. Areas of exotic
vegetation occur throughout the Forest, except within the Okaloacoochee Slough itself. The total
area needing control is approximately 19,000 acres. This area was broken down into blocks ranging
from 30 to 500 acres to allow for a phased project approach. Within blocks, the infested acres are not
contiguous and the concentrations of targeted species vary from only a few plants over the block, to
potentially thousands. No areas were known to contain more than 1 acre of contiguous infestation;
instead, most blocks had scattered infestations of the target species.

Target Plants Common Name FLEPPC Rank  Treatment Herbicide
Abrus precatorius rosary pea Category | foliar Garlon 4
Dioscorea bulbifera air-potato Category | foliar Garlon 4
Schinus terebinthifolius Brazilian pepper Category | basal Garlon 4

Careful application of herbicide allows
the selective killing of exotics amongst
native species.
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Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest

County: Hendry, Collier
PCL Size: 35,039 acres
Project ID: WC-028 5,000 acres  $32,133.57

Project Manager: Florida Division of Forestry
Kevin Podkowka, Senior Forester

10941 Palm Beach Boulevard, Ft. Myers, Florida 33905

Phone: 863-612-0776, Fax: 863-612-0780
E-mail: podkowk@doacs.state.fl.us

The ‘OK” Slough State Forest received funding for initial control operations in the previous fiscal
year. This project was directed at maintenance control of that Phase I treatment area. The treated
portion of the project area included 3,000 acres where all FLEPPC Category I and II exotic species
present (except torpedo grass and Caesar’s weed) were treated. The dominant exotic species were
Brazilian pepper and cogon grass, which occurred throughout the area, but generally not in the
depressional wetlands. Other species included West Indian marsh grass, tropical soda apple,
melaleuca, and Old World climbing fern. Another 2,000 acres received treatment for Brazilian

pepper and other exotics.

Target Plants Common Name
Hymenachne amplexicaulis ~ West Indian marsh grass
Imperata cylindrica cogon grass
Lygodium microphyllum Old World climbing fern
Melaleuca quinquenervia melaleuca
Schinus terebinthifolius Brazilian pepper
Schinus terebinthifolius Brazilian pepper
Solanum viarum tropical soda apple
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FLEPPC Rank Treatment Herbicide

Category I
Category |
Category 1
Category |
Category |
Category [
Category 1

foliar Roundup+Arsenal
foliar Roundup+Arsenal
foliar Roundup

cut stump  Arsenal+Glypro
basal Garlon 4

foliar Roundup+Arsenal

hand pull  n/a
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Avon Park Air Force Range

County: Highlands, Polk
PCL Size: 106,110 acres
Project ID: WC-029 498 acres $52,912.51

Project Manager: Department of Defense, U. S. Air Force

Steve Orzell, OLA, DET 1, 347 OG/CEVN

29 South Boulevard, Avon Park Air Force Range, Florida 33825-5700
Phone: 941-452-4119 Ext 317, Fax: 941-452-4161

E-mail: steve.orzell@avonpark.macdill.af.mil

Avon Park Air Force Range (APAFR) is the largest parcel of natural land in the Greater Arbuckle
Ecosystem. Its numerous natural communities include the rare scrub, dry prairie, and cutthroat grass
seeps. The APAFR supports an amazing array of rare plants and animals, including twelve animals
and two plants that are listed as federally endangered or threatened species.

Controlling invasive exotic plants at APAFR assists in preventing the spread of exotics into adjacent
or nearby natural areas and endangered species habitats such as Kissimmee Prairie State Preserve,
Kissimmee River WMD properties, Lake Wales Ridge State Forest, and Lake Arbuckle State Park,
among others. This project provided ground-based maintenance control for Japanese climbing fern
and Old World climbing fern that infested approximately 3,100 acres of cypress and hardwood
swamps at APAFR.

Target Plants Common Name FLEPPC Rank Treatment Herbicide
Lygodium japonicum Japanese climbing fern ~ Category I foliar Aquastar/Glypro
Lygodium microphyllum  Old World climbing fern Category I foliar Aquastar/Glypro
.
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Lake Letta

County: Highlands
PCL Size: 90 acres
Project ID: WC-031 40 acres $19,697.70

Project Manager: Highlands County Parks and Recreation
Vicki Pontius, Director

4344 George Boulevard, Sebring, Florida 33875

Phone: 863-402-6813, Fax: 863-402-6899

E-mail: vpontius@bcc.co.highlands.fl.us

Lake Letta has undergone treatment for melaleuca twice within the past three years. Through joint
cooperative efforts of the Southwest Florida Water Management District Peace River Basin Board
and the Highlands County Board of County Commissioners, the trees along the shoreline of the
residential section of the lake were treated.

This project on Lake Letta concluded initial treatment of all infested lakes within Highlands County
that have public access. County work crews monitor treated lakes for re-growth and remove any new
seedlings. In addition, the residents on Lake Letta worked diligently to remove fallen trees and
branches and pulled up seedlings. County forces hauled away debris stacked up by residents.
However, a large portion of the trees along the sparsely populated areas of the lake were not treated
due to funding limitations.

Target Plants Common Name FLEPPC Rank Treatment Herbicide
Melaleuca quinquenervia melaleuca Category I girdle Arsenal

Fog shrouds the corpses of vanquished melaleuca trees on Lake Letta.
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Highlands Hammock State Park

County: Highlands
PCL Size: 9,244 acres
Project ID: WC-030  7.75 acres $7,013.29

Project Manager: Florida Park Service (DEP)
Peter Anderson, Park Manager

5931 Hammock Road, Sebring, Florida 33872
Phone: 863-386-6099, Fax: 863-386-6095
E-mail: peter.anderson@dep.state.fl.us

Highlands Hammock State Park is unique for its hardwood hammock that is one of the few
remaining large virgin hammocks in Florida. Other natural communities include floodplain swamp,
marsh, baygall, flatwoods, scrub, and cutthroat seeps. Originally purchased by a group of private
citizens, the Park was dedicated for public use in 1931. The Civilian Conservation Corps developed
the park and the Park Service later assumed management in 1935 of one of Florida’s first State Parks.

The project area included two treatment sites. Both sites have cutthroat grass (Panicum abscissum),

a species that is state listed as endangered. Both sites also harbor the southernmost populations in
the United States of hooded pitcher-plant (Sarracenia minor).

Target Plants Common Name FLEPPC Rank Treatment Herbicide
Lygodium microphyllum  Old World climbing fern  Category I foliar Roundup+Escort
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General James A. Van Fleet State Trail

County: Lake, Polk, Sumter

PCL Size: 471 acres

Project ID: WC-025 2 acres $1,700

Project Manager: Office of Greenways and Trails (DEP)

Mike McCarthy

7305 US Highway 27, Clermont, Florida 34711

Phone: 352-394-2280

E-mail: michael.mccarthy@dep.state.fl.us

The General James A. Van Fleet Trail State Park extends 29 miles from Mabel, on State Road 50 in
Sumter County, to Polk City, on State Road 33 in Polk County. The trail is approximately 100 feet
wide for most of its length. The trail passes through the Green Swamp Area of Critical State
Concern. Exotic vegetation occurred along the length of the trail, but primarily and most extensively
in the trailhead areas. Chinese privet was the most abundant exotic species.

The Florida Park Service provided a cost-share of $250 for a total project cost of $1,950.

Target Plants

Albizia julibrissin
Cinnamomum camphora
Ligustrum sinense

Melia azedarach

Schinus terebinthifolius
Antigonon leptopus
Broussonetia papyrifera
Xanthosoma sagittifolium
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Common Name
mimosa
camphor tree
Chinese privet
Chinaberry
Brazilian pepper
coral vine

paper mulberry
elephant ear

FLEPPC Rank
Category |
Category I
Category 1
Category |
Category 1
Category II
Category 11
Category II

Treatment
basal
basal
basal
basal
basal
foliar
basal
foliar

Herbicide
Garlon 4

Garlon 4

Garlon 4

Garlon 4

Garlon 4
2,4-D+Aquaneat
Garlon 4
2,4-D+Aquaneat
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Lake Louisa State Park

County: Lake
PCL Size: 4,450 acres
Project ID: WC-009 4.3 acres $1,463

Project Manager: Florida Park Service (DEP)
Rosi Mulholland, District Biologist

12549 State Park Drive, Clermont, Florida 34711
Phone: 352-394-3436, Fax: 352-394-1318
E-mail: rosi.mulholland@dep.state.fl.us

Much of the uplands of the park are former sandhills that were converted to orange groves. The
citrus froze out in the late 1980s, before state acquisition. Two endangered plants can be found in the
park; Curtiss’ milkweed (4Asclepias curtissii) and Florida bonamia (Bonamia grandiflora).

Rosary pea and lantana occurred throughout the park, primarily growing over sour citrus shrubs. The
project area included sandhill lake margins along an area where partial restoration of the former
sandhill community had begun. This work targeted scattered lantana patches and was a follow-up to
the FYO03 project on the same site. BIPM provided herbicide only for this project through its
Herbicide Bank.

Target Plants Common Name FLEPPC Rank Treatment Herbicide
Lantana camara lantana Category | foliar Garlon 4

ro. |
] &E . e
T = ,

&,
1 = . L
Lisscergadar Lontans LSSt
Treatment ;e
1

EE | ak:ocide Treabmen
i e F" 3

Presenving the Real Florida 144



Lake County Water Authority Properties

County: Lake
PCL Size: various
Project ID: WC-026

216.35 acres

Project Manager: Lake County Water Authority

R. D. VanderBleek, Land Management Specialist

107 N. Lake Avenue, Tavares, Florida 32778
Phone: 352-343-3777, Fax: 352-343-4259

E-mail: deanv@lcwa.org

$4.847.88

The Oklawaha Basin Recreation and Water Conservation and Control Authority, commonly called
the Lake County Water Authority (LCWA), was created by state law in 1953. The LCWA has
acquired over 6,000 acres for protection through its Land Preservation Program. An active and
expanded invasive plant control program is integral to LCWA’s land management goals.

The Bourlay Historic Nature Park is an 83-acre property located on the southwest shore of Lake
Griffin that includes a planted pine forest and 1930s era house. The former owner collected and
grew a wide variety of exotic tropical plant species on the site. The property slopes gradually from
the pine plantation to the shoreline, with transitional hardwood hammock species giving way to
statuesque bald cypress. The 68-acre Sabal Bluff Preserve is located on the southeast shore of Lake
Griffin and contained planted pine with a lantana understory, an isolated 10-acre marsh, and an

abandoned orange grove.

There were no large acreages completely dominated by invasive species, rather pervasive populations
intermixed with native species. Fifteen different species were targeted, with coverage ranging from
0.25 acres to 40 acres. BIPM provided herbicide for this project while LCWA provided labor,
equipment, and additional herbicide as an in-kind match worth 15,230.96.

Target Plants

Abrus precatorius
Cinnamomum camphora
Dioscorea bulbifera
Imperata cylindrica
Lantana camara
Lantana camara
Lygodium japonicum
Melia azedarach

Melia azedarach
Psidium guajava
Schinus terebinthifolius
Alternanthera philoxeroides
Koelreuteria elegans
Rhynchelytrum repens
Ricinus communis
Urena lobata

Sorghum halepense
Sorghum halepense
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Common Name
rosary pea
camphor tree
air-potato

cogon grass
lantana

lantana
Japanese climbing fern
Chinaberry
Chinaberry
guava

Brazilian pepper
alligator weed
flamegold tree
Natal grass
castor bean
Caesar’s weed
Johnson grass
Johnson grass

FLEPPC Rank

Category |
Category |
Category [
Category 1
Category [
Category |
Category [
Category |
Category [
Category 1
Category [
Category 11
Category Il
Category 11
Category I1
Category 11
n/a

n/a

Treatment
foliar
basal
foliar
foliar
basal/foliar
foliar
foliar
basal
foliar
basal
basal
foliar
foliar
foliar
basal
foliar
basal
foliar

Herbicide
Roundup/Rodeo
Garlon 4

Garlon 4/Roundup
Garlon 4

Garlon 4
Roundup/Rodeo
Garlon 4/Roundup
Garlon 4

Roundup

Garlon 4

Garlon 4

Rodeo

Roundup
Roundup

Garlon 4

Garlon 4/Roundup
Garlon 4

Roundup
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Circle B Bar Reserve

County: Polk
PCL Size: 1,267 acres
Project ID: WC-027 650 acres $42,835

Project Manager: Polk County Natural Resources Division
Gaye Sharpe, Environmental Lands Coordinator

4177 Ben Durrance Road, Bartow, Florida 33830

Phone: 863-534-7377 x203, Fax: 863-534-7374

E-mail: gayesharpe@polk-county.net

The Circle B Bar Reserve was a cattle ranch before public acquisition. The site consists of several
vegetation communities such as cypress domes, wet prairie, mixed wetland hardwoods, bay swamp,
live oak hammock, upland hardwood forest, and improved pasture. With the removal of the cattle in
2002, there was a tremendous increase in some of the invasive species populations, such as cogon
grass and Chinese tallow. Overall, the invasive exotic plants were widely dispersed in densities
ranging from ten to ninety percent with concentrations along the roadway, lake and swamp shoreline,
and along the manmade berm.

Target Plants Common Name FLEPPC Rank Treatment  Herbicide
Sapium sebiferum Chinese tallow Category | basal Garlon 4

Schinus terebinthifolius ~ Brazilian pepper Category | basal Garlon 4

Solanum viarum tropical soda apple Category | foliar Rodeo+Garlon 3A
Urena lobata Caesar’s weed Category 11 foliar Rodeo+Garlon 3A

Circle B Bar Reserve

Approximate Locations of Invasive Exolic Plants
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Lake Bonny Park

County: Polk
PCL Size: 116 acres

Project ID: WC-022 68.54 acres

Project Manager: City of Lakeland

Gene Medley, Manager of Lakes & Stormwater

$17,231.95

228 South Massachusetts Avenue, Lakeland, Florida 33801-5086
Phone: 863-834-6276, Fax: 863-834-8040
E-mail: gene.medley@lakelandgov.net

The conservation area of Lake Bonny (known as the Blanton Island Tract) had extensive Chinese
tallow infestations, with random infestations of Brazilian pepper, air-potato, and castor bean on the
island and surrounding shoreline. The City began an exotic control program by felling Chinese
tallow and spraying castor bean, while volunteers helped control air-potato. The BIPM project
helped efforts to reestablish beneficial vegetation on the Blanton Island Tract and surrounding
shorelines by reducing the competition from invasive exotic species. The City earmarked funds to
reestablish beneficial vegetation and restoration is ongoing.

Target Plants

Sapium sebiferum
Schinus terebinthifolius
Ricinus communis

Common Name
Chinese tallow
Brazilian pepper
castor bean
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SITE

FLEPPC Rank
Category |
Category [
Category 11

Treatment
basal

basal

cut stump

Herbicide
Garlon 4
Garlon 4
Garlon 4
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