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Part	S	–	Shrubs	(and	shrub-like)	
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S.3 	Ludwigia	peruviana 	 	Peruvian	primrosewillow	

S.4 	Ludwigia	octovalvis 	 	Mexican	primrosewillow	

S.5 	Rhodomyrtus	tomentosa 	Downy	rose-myrtle	

S.6 	Schinus	terebinthefolia 	Brazilian	pepper	

S.7 	Senna	pendula	 	 	Valamuerto,	Christmas	senna	

S.8 	Senna	alata 	 	 	Candlestick	plant	

S.8 	Senna	occidentalis 	 	Septicweed	

S.9 	Senna	ligustrina 	 	Privet	senna	
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S.10 	Solanum	diphyllum 	 	Two-leaf	nightshade	
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Pinnate	compound	leaves	
(1x	divided)	

Leaflet	

1	leaf	

Alternate	leaf	arrangement	

Opposite	leaf	arrangement	
Leaves	are	paired	on	opposite	sides	of	the	stem	
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Lantana	strigocamara	
(formerly	Lantana	camara)	
Lantana	
	
FISC	(FLEPPC):		Category	I.	
Plant	family:		Verbenaceae	(vervain	family).	
Snapshot:		Shrub	with	square	stems	and	drops	leaves	in	winter.	
Vegetative	recognition:		Shrub	to	6	ft	tall.	Stems	are	square,	light-colored,	with	

memorable	prickles.	Leaves	are	opposite,	to	6	inches	long,	and	have	many	
rounded	teeth	along	edges.	Crushed	leaves	have	a	strong	lemon/medicine	
odor	(very	helpful	for	ID	if	there	are	no	flowers).	

Flowering	recognition:		Flowers	are	in	umbrella-like	showy	clusters.	There	is	
much	variation	in	petal		color,	from	pale	yellow	to	brilliant	orange/red.	

Flowering	period:		All	year.	
Habitat:		Pinelands,	disturbed	uplands.	Leaves	are	frost-sensitive.	
	
Look-a-likes:		Callicarpa	americana,	

		“beauty	berry”,	native	
	

Lantana			vs				beauty	berry:	
Leaves	look	very	similar.		Both	
species	have	opposite	leaves	
and	grow	in	uplands.			
But,	lantana	has	square	stems,	
and	lantana	crushed	leaves	
smell	like	lemon/medicine.	

Lantana	stems	are	
square	and	have	
prickles.		Branches	
are	opposite.	
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Ludwigia	peruviana	
Peruvian	primrosewillow	
	
FISC	(FLEPPC):		Category	I.	
Plant	family:		Onagraceae	(evening	primrose	family).	
Snapshot:		Large	shrub	with	fuzzy	leaves	and	large	yellow	flowers.	
Vegetative	recognition:		Shrub	that	can	develop	many	branches	and	grow	to	over	10	ft	tall.		

Older	stems	can	be	woody	with	peeling	bark.	Leaves	and	younger	stems	have	fine	
velvet	hair.	Leaves	are	oval-shaped,	up	to	6	inches	long.	

Flowering	recognition:		Large	(2-inches)	bright	yellow	flowers	with	4	wide	petals.			
Flowering	period:		All	year.	
Habitat:		Swamps,	pond	margins,	ditches.	Leaves	are	sensitive	to	frost.		
Invasive	comments:		Hand-pulled	stems	can	regrow	if	they	contact	the	ground.	
	
Look-a-likes:		Ludwigia	octovalvis,	“Mexican	primrosewillow”,		

		 	native,	see	next	page.	
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More	photos	
on	next	page.	



Ludwigia	octovalvis	 	vs 	Ludwigia	peruviana	
Native 	 	 	 	 	Invasive	
	To	~6	ft 	 	 	 	 	To	10	ft	tall	
Stems,	leaves	usually	smooth	-ish 	 	Leaves	&	young	stems	hairy	
	
A	large	L.	octovalvis	plant	can	look	very	similar	to	a	small	L.	peruviana	plant.		
Both	species	grow	in	the	same	habitat	and	grow	side-by-side.	
Best	to	look	at	flowers	for	ID.	

L.	octovalvis	
flower	base	
(ovary)	is	very	
long	and	very	
narrow.	

L.	peruviana	flower	
base	(ovary)	is	long	
and	wide	(cone-
shaped).	

L.	peruviana	flowers	
are	2	inches	wide	

L.	octovalvis	flowers	
are	up	to	1.5-inches	
wide.	

L.	octovalvis			 L.	peruviana		
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Rhodomyrtus	tomentosa	
Downy	rose-myrtle	
	
FLEPPC:		Category	I.	
Plant	family:		Myrtaceae	(myrtle	family).	
Snapshot:		Shrub	with	distinctive	vein	pattern.	
Vegetative	recognition:		Shrub	to	6	ft	tall.	Leaves	are	opposite,	

oval,	to	3	inches	long,	with	whitish	hairs	on	under	side	and	
smooth	edges	that	roll	under.		Leaves	have	a	distinctive	
vein	pattern:		veins	occur	parallel	to	each	leaf	edge,	giving	
the	appearance	of	“a	leaf	within	a	leaf”.	

Flowering	recognition:		Bright	pink	flower	are	1	inch	wide,	with	5	
petals	forming	a	cup	cradling	many	anthers.			

Flowering	period:		Spring.	
Habitat:		Pinelands	and	other	moist	forests.	
Invasive	comment:		Low	branches	bend	to	ground	(sometimes	

underneath	leaf	litter),	then	grow	laterally	and	develop	
roots.	
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“leaf-within-a-leaf”	
vein	pattern	

opposite	leaves	
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Fruit	(petals	have	fallen	off)	



Schinus	terebinthefolia	
Brazilian	pepper	
	
FISC	(FLEPPC):		Category	I.	
Plant	family:		Anacardiaceae	(poison	ivy	family).	
Snapshot:		Shrub	with	many	red	berries.	
Vegetative	recognition:		Many-branched,	dense	shrub	to	over	30	ft	tall.		Branches	are	very	

long.	Leaves	are	1x-compound	with	3-9	leaflets.		Leaflets	are	1-2	inches	long,	and	
leaflet		edges	can	be	smooth	or	toothed.	Crushed	leaves	smell	like	pepper.	Some	
people	get	skin	rashes	from	this	plant.	

Flowering	recognition:		Small	white	flowers	are	in	clusters	near	leaf	bases,	mostly	near	
branch	tips.	Berries	are	small,	red,	and	abundant.	

Flowering/fruiting	period:		Mostly	fall	–	winter.	
Habitat:		Most	habitats,	except	deep	wetlands,	marl	prairies,	and	marl	cypress	scrub.	
	
Look-a-likes:		Ilex	cassine,	“dahoon	holly”,	native,	has	red	berries	similar	to	Brazilian	pepper,	

but	dahoon	holly	plants	have	simple	(not	disected)	leaves.	
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Seedlings	have	fewer	and	smaller	leaflets,	
that	have	jagged	toothed	leaflet	edges.	

Dahoon	holly	has	simple	(not	
disected)	leaves.	



Senna	pendula	
Valamuerto,	Christmas	senna	
	
FISC	(FLEPPC):		Category	I.	
Plant	family:		Fabaceae	(bean	family).	
Snapshot:		Sprawling	shrub	that	clambers	on	other	plants.	
Vegetative	recognition:		Stems	are	long,	weak,	and	droop	if	not	entwined	into	

nearby	support.	Leaves	are	compound	with	3-6	pairs	of	leaflets	with	
round	tips	and	a	gland	between	leaflets.	

Flowering	recognition:		Flowers	with	5	bright	gold	petals	are	abundant	around	
Christmas	time.	Bean	pods,	4-8	inches	long,	dangle	on	branches.	

Flowering	period:		Fall	–	winter.	
Habitat:		Variable.		Tolerates	flooding.	
	
Look-a-likes:		see	next	2	pages	for	more	Senna	species.	
	

A	“mess	of	stems”	is	typical	
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Senna	species	
	
Senna	alata,	“candlestick	plant”		
Not	Native,	can	be	invasive	

Senna	alata	leaves	can	be	huge,	to	30	
inches	long;	6-12	pairs	of	leaflets	that	
have	rounded	tips	

Picayune	Senna	species	have	similar	flowers	(not	useful	for	ID).	
Leaf	and	fruit	shapes	are	the	primary	ID	characters.	

Senna	occidentalis,	“septicweed”		
Not	Native,	can	be	invasive	

Senna	alata	pods	have	4	ridges	lengthwise.	

S.	occidentalis	is	a	slender	shrub	to	6	ft	tall;		
3-7	pairs	of	leaflets	that	have	pointy	tips.	
Stinky	smell	when	damaged.	

S.	occidentalis	has	a	round	gland	at	base		
of	leaf	–	not	between	leaflets.	

S.	occidentalis	has	long	cylindric	pods	that	
are	straight	or	slightly	curved	upward	

SFWMD	Picayune	Invasive	Plant	Field	Guide					page	S.8	

Senna	alata	is	a	shrub	to	
15	ft	tall.	



Senna	species	
	
Senna	ligustrina,	“privet	senna”		
NATIVE	

Picayune	Senna	species	have	similar	flowers	(not	useful	for	ID).	
Leaf	and	fruit	shapes	are	the	primary	ID	characters.	

Senna	obtusifolia,	“sicklepod”	
Unknown	if	Native	or	not.		Populations	can	explode.	

Senna	occidentalis	is	an	herb,	
usually	<2	ft	tall;	most	likely	found	
in	disturbed	uplands.	
Pods	look	like	curved	rods	when	
green;	become	square-ish	when	
ripe.	

Senna	ligustrina	is	a	shrub	to	8	ft	tall;	grows	in	hammocks;		
	flowers	during	fall	-	spring	

S.	ligustrina	has	6-10	pairs	of		
pointy,	shiny	leaflets		

Senna	ligustrina	pods	are	flat	 Senna	obtusifolia	leaflets	are	rounded;		
only	2-3	pairs	of	leaflets,				

Senna	obtusifolia	has	a	rod-
shaped	gland	between	leaflets	
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Solanum	diphyllum	
Two-leaf	nightshade	
	
FISC	(FLEPPC):		Category	II.	
Plant	family:		Solanaceae	(tomato	family).	
Snapshot:		Shrub	or	small	tree,	to	6	ft	tall	
Vegetative	recognition:		For	mature	plants,	leaves	are	arranged	with	a	pair	of	

leaves	next	to	each	other,	with	one	leaf	smaller	than	the	other.	Younger	
plants	(photo	at	right)	don’t	have	the	“odd	couple”	leaf	pattern.	Leaves	
are	shiny,	not	hairy,	wider	near	the	leaf	tip,	with	a	long	narrowing	leaf	
base.	Leaves	are	up	to	3	inches	long	and	have	a	distinctive	(musty?)	
odor.	

Flowering	recognition:		Flowers,	in	small	clusters	at	the	base	of	leaves,	are	tiny	
and	not	noticeable.	Fruits	are	round	berries,	the	size	of	a	marble,	that	
turn	yellow	when	ripe.	

Flowering	period:		all	year.	
Habitat:		Disturbed	sites.		Can	

										tolerate	a	bit	of		
										flooding.	

Younger	plants	(at	the	stage	when	they	can	still	be	
hand-pulled)	don’t	have	the	“odd-couple”	leaf	
pattern.	

Two	leaf:		one	major	and	one	minor	leaf	develop	from	a	
single	leaf	bud.		The	minor	leaf	can	be	much	smaller.		
Flowers	and	fruit	develop	opposite	the	leaf	pair.	
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Photographic	credits	
	
Jean	McCollom:	Rhodomyrtus	tomentosa	flower	
Maureen	S.	Bonness:		all	other	photos	
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Abrus	precatorius		F.7	 Earleaf	acacia		T.2	 Mikania	scandens		F.9	 Showy	rattlebox		H.2	
Acacia	auriculiformis		T.2	 Elephant	grass		B.3	 Mile-a-minute	vine		F.9	 Shrubby	false	buttonweed		H.7	
Air	potato		F.8	 Eragrostis	atrovirens		A.6	 Mission	grass		B.2	 Sicklepod		S.9	
Albizia	lebbeck		T.3	 Eragrostis	gangetica		A.7	 Momordica	charantia		F.4	 Sig	Walker	grass		C.13	
Andropogon	spp.		B.8	 Eragrostis	scaligera		A.8	 Natalgrass		A.12	 Slender	lovegrass		A.7	
Asian	sword	fern		F.5	 Eremochloa	ophiuroides		C.3	 Nephrolepis	brownii		F.5	 Smooth	rattlebox		H.2	
Australian	beardgrass		A.3	 Fakahatchee	grass		B.14	 Nephrolepis	cordifolia		F.5	 Smutgrass		B.13	
Australian	pine		T.7	 Fall	panic	grass		B.15	 Nephrolepis	exaltata		F.5	 Solanum	diphyllum		S.10	
Bacopa	caroliniana		H.6	 Fishbone	grass		C.8	 Neyraudia	reynauldiana		B.6	 Sorghum	halapense		B.12	
Bahia	grass		C.11	 Flase	tamarind		T.5	 Old	world	climbing	fern		F.2	 Southern	wild	rice		B.16	
Balsam-pear		F.4	 Florida	paspalum		B.8	 Panicum	dichotomiflorum		B.15	 Spermacoce	verticillata		H.7	
Bermuda	grass		C.2	 Florida	snow		H.4	 Panicum	hemitomon		C.6	 Sphagneticola	trilobata		H.8	
Bitter-pear-melon		F.4	 Giant	reed		B.10	 Panicum	repens		C.7	 Sporobolus	indicus	var.	pyramidalis		B.13	
Bothriochloa	bladhii		A.3	 Guava		T.9	 Paper-bark	tree		T.8	 St.	Augustine	grass		C.12	
Bothriochloa	ischaemum		A.3	 Guinea	grass		B.15	 Para	grass		C.14	 Stenotaphram	secundatum		C.12	
Bothriochloa	pertusa		A.2	 Hemarthria	altissima		C.4	 Paspalum	distichum		C.8	 Sugarcane	plumegrass		B.11	
Brazilian	pepper		S.6	 Heteropogon	contortus		A.10	 Paspalum	floridanum		B.8	 Syzygium	cumini		T.12	
Broomgrass		B.8	 Hymenachne	amplexicaulis		C.5	 Paspalum	notatum		C.11	 Tall	beardgrass		A.3	
Burhead	sedge		A.4	 Hyparrhenia	rufa		B.4	 Paspalum	urvillei		B.7	 Tall-blue		A.6	
Burma	reed		B.6	 Imperata	cylindrica		A.11	 Pennisetum	polystachion		B.2	 Tanglehead		A.10	
Cabbage	palm		T.10	 Jaragua		B.4	 Pennisetum	purpureum		B.3	 Tender	lovegrass		A.8	
Candlestick	plant		S.8	 Java	plum		T.12	 Peruvian	primrosewillow		S.3	 Thalia	lovegrass		A.6	
Casuarina	spp.		T.7	 Johnson	grass		B.12	 Phasey	bean		H.3	 Torpedo	grass		C.7	
Cattail		A.14	 King	Ranch	beardgrass		A.3	 Phragmites	berlandieri		B.10	 Tripsacum	dactyloides		B.14	
Ceasarweed		H.9	 Lantana		S.2	 Pitted	beardgrass		A.2	 Tuberous	sword	fern		F.5	
Cenchrus	polystachios		B.2	 Lantana	strigocamara		S.2	 Popcorn	sedge		A.13	 Two-leaf	nightshade		S.10	
Cenchrus	purpureus		B.3	 Leadtree		T.4	 Privet	senna		S.9	 Typha	domingensis		A.14	
Centipede	grass		C.3	 Lemon	bacopa		H.6	 Psidium	guajava		T.9	 Urena	lobata		H.9	
Christmas	senna		S.7	 Leucaena	leucocephala		T.4	 Rhodomyrtus	tomentosa		S.5	 Urochloa	arrecta		C.13	
Climbing	hempvine		F.9	 Limpo	grass		C.4	 Richardia	grandiflora		H.4	 Urochloa	maxima		B.15	
Cogon		A.11	 Ludwigia	octovalis		S.4	 Rosary	pea		F.7	 Urochloa	mutica		C.14	
Creeping	cucumber		F.4	 Ludwigia	peruviana		S.3	 Rotala	rotundifolia		H.5	 Valamuerto		S.7	
Creeping	oxeye		H.8	 Lygodium	spp.		F.2	 Roundleaf	toothcup		H.5	 Vaseygrass		B.7	
Creeping	signalgrass		C.13	 Lysiloma	latisiliquum		T.5	 Sabal	palmetto		T.10	 Water-clover	fern		F.3	
Crotalaria	pallida		H.2	 Macroptilium	lathyroides		H.3	 Saccharum	giganteum		B.11	 Wedelia		H.8	
Crotalaria	spectabilis		H.2	 Maidencane		C.6	 Schinus	terebinthifolius		S.6	 West	Indian	marshgrass		C.5	
Crowfootgrass		A.5	 Marsilea	spp.		F.3	 Scirpus	cubensis		A.4	 Wild	boston	fern		F.5	
Cuban	bulrush		A.4	 Melaleuca		T.8	 Scleria	lacustris		A.13	 Wild	tamarind		T.5	
Cynodon	dactylon		C.2	 Melaleuca	quinquenervia		T.8	 Senna	alata		S.8	 Woman's	tongue		T.3	
Cyperus	blepharoleptos		A.4	 Melinis	repens		A.12	 Senna	ligustrina		S.9	 Wright's	nutrush		A.13	
Dactyloctenium	aegypticum		A.5	 Melotrhia	pendula		F.4	 Senna	obtusifolia		S.9	 Zizaniopsis	miliacea		B.16	
Dioscorea	bulbifera		F.8	 Mexican	clover		H.4	 Senna	occidentalis		S.8	
Downy	rose-myrtle		S.5	 Mexican	primrosewilow		S.4	 Senna	pendula		S.7	
Dwarf	rotala		H.5	 Mikania	micrantha		F.9	 Septicweed		S.8	
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